The Great Gatsby – Close Reading A  (p.25)

Already it was deep summer on the roadhouse roofs and in front of wayside garages where new red gas-pumps sat out in pools of light, and when I reached my estate at West Egg I ran the car under its shed and sat for a while on an abandoned grass roller in the yard.  The wind had blown off, leaving a loud, bright night with wings beating in the trees and a persistent organ sound as the full bellows of the earth blew the frogs full of life.  The silhouette of a moving cat wavered across the moonlight and turning my head to watch it I saw that I was not alone—fifty feet away a figure had emerged from the shadow of my neighbor’s mansion and was standing with his hands in his pockets regarding the silver pepper of the stars.  Something in his leisurely movements and the secure position of his feet upon the lawn suggested that it was Mr. Gatsby himself, come out to determine what share was his of our local heavens.

1. What words does the author use to describe the night?  How do they affect the mood of the scene?

2. What sounds does the author include in this passage?  What is their effect?

3. What is the effect of the dash in line 11?

4. What effect does a figure emerging “from the shadows” have on the mood of this scene?

5. What do you notice about how Gatsby moves in this scene?  How do his movements help to characterize him?

Response:  Taken together, how do all of these elements contribute to our understanding of Nick’s attitude toward Gatsby at the beginning of the novel?

The Great Gatsby – Close Reading B  (p. 27)

About half way between West Egg and New York the motor-road hastily joins the railroad and runs beside it for a quarter of a mile so as to shirk away from a certain desolate area of land.  This is a valley of ashes—a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens, where ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and finally, with a transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air.  Occasionally a line of grey cars crawls along an invisible track, gives out a ghastly creak and comes to a rest, and immediately the ash-grey men swarm up with leaden spades and stir up an impenetrable cloud which screens their obscure operations from your sight. 

1. Identify the action verbs and the adverbs in the first sentence.  How do these words contribute to the rest of the description?

2. What is the effect of the dash in line 5?

3. Taken in context, what does the word “fantastic” mean here?  How do you know?

4. What word does the phrase “…of men who move dimly…” modify?

5. How does the word “dimly” contribute to the mood of the passage?

6. What is the effect of the word “already” in the passage?

Response:  Taken together, how do these elements  contribute to the mood of the passage?  

The Great Gatsby – Close Reading C  (p. 52)

He smiled understandingly—much more than understandingly.  It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of eternal reassurance in it, that you may come across four or five times in life.  It faced—or seemed to face—the whole eternal world for an instant, and then concentrated on you with an irresistible prejudice in your favor.  It understood you just so far as you wanted to be understood, believed in you as you would like to believe in yourself and assured you that is had precisely the impression of you that, at your best, you hoped to convey.  Precisely at that point it vanished—and I was looking at an elegant young rough-neck, a year or two over thirty, whose elaborate formality of speech just missed being absurd.  Some time before he introduced himself I’d got a strong impression that he was picking his words with care.  


Almost at the moment when Mr. Gatsby identified himself a butler hurried toward him with the information that Chicago was calling him on the wire.  He excused himself with a small bow that included each of us in turn.  


“If you want anything just ask for it, old sport,” he urged me.  “Excuse me.  I will rejoin you later.”

1. What words does Nick use to describe Gatsby’s smile?  How does the smile make him feel?

2. Where does a shift take place in the passage?  How do you know?  The passage shifts from ____ to ____.

3. Why does the author use the 2nd person pronoun “you” so frequently in this passage?  What is the effect?

4. The author writes that “Chicago was calling” Gatsby.  Why include the name of the city, but not of a specific person?

5. What does Nick notice about the way Gatsby speaks?  What do you notice?

Response:  Describe Nick’s complex attitude toward Gatsby in this scene.

The Great Gatsby – Close Reading D  (p. 101)

As I went over to say goodbye I saw the expression of bewilderment had come back into Gatsby’s face, as though a faint doubt had occurred to him as to the quality of his present happiness.  Almost five years!  There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams—not through her own fault but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion.  It had gone beyond her, beyond everything.  He had thrown himself into it with al creative passion, adding to it all the time, decking it out with every bright feather that drifted his way.  No amount of fire or freshness can challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart.

1. Why does Nick describe Gatsby’s expression as one of “bewilderment” in this scene?  What does it mean to be bewildered?  Why would Gatsby be feeling this way?

2. Examine the phrase “Almost five years!”  What does the syntax of this line contribute to our understanding of Gatsby’s feelings at this moment?

3. What does the author mean by “decking it out with every bright feather…” (ll. 10-11)?  What does the pronoun “it” refer to?

4. Why might the heart be described as “ghostly” in the last line?

Response:  Describe Gatsby’s complex feelings toward Daisy in this passage, and describe Nick’s attitude toward Gatsby. 

