Questions for Analysis: “The Yellow Wall-Paper”
1.  Early in the story, the Narrator says “John laughs at me, of course, but one expects that in marriage.”  (first page) 
· What can we learn about their marriage just based upon this comment?  
2. Describe their marriage (based on this AND what you eventually learn as you complete the story. Please refer to specific pages/passages when you respond to this. 
3. The narrator says, “Personally, I believe that congenial work, with excitement and change, would do me good.  But what is one to do?” (p. 648) as well as “I cry at nothing, and cry most of the time…I determine for the thousandth time that I will follow that pointless pattern to some sort of a conclusion…The effort is getting to be greater than the relief…It is getting to be a great effort for me to think straight.” (pp. 650-651) 
· Based upon what she reveals of herself here, what do you think is happening to the Narrator? Why is she so upset? 

· Why doesn’t she have any recourse (any choice) in the matter? 
4. “It was nursery first and then playroom and gymnasium, I should judge, for the windows are barred for little children, and there are rings and things in the walls.” (p. 648) 
· This is a very cryptic part of the story. Was this a gymnasium (look it up in relation to children in the Victorian era, if needed)? 

· What else could this be that she’s seeing in this room? 
5. The narrator describes the figure behind the wallpaper as a “strange, provoking, formless sort of figure” (p. 650); “The faint figure behind seems to shake the pattern, just as if she wanted to get out.”  (p. 652) 
· What could the figure represent?  
· What does the pattern symbolize? 
6. “’Better in body perhaps—‘  I began, and stopped short, for he [John] sat up straight and looked at me with such a stern, reproachful look that I could not say another word.” (p. 652) 
· What seems to be John’s attitude about the narrator’s condition? How does this mirror society’s attitude—both past and present—regarding mental health conditions?
7. How does the story end? Summarize it in your own words.
Literary Analysis Questions, Worksheet-style :

1. Character:

In complete sentences describe the main character (the Narrator). Give any physical description you find, as well as any mental/emotional description you can locate. Include page numbers to which you tie this information, please. 

2. Setting: 
Describe the setting in full detail using support from the text. Please include any page numbers to which you can tie this information. 

3. Mood: What is the mood at the beginning of the story? Support your answer with examples from the text.

4. Symbolism: 
List at least three symbols (what you consider to be symbols) from the text. Provide page numbers where they may be found. Then, in complete sentences, please explain what each symbolizes in the story. 

5. Author’s Purpose: 
Why is the author writing this and how do you know that?

6. Point of View: 
What is the point of view? 

How does the point of view in the story affect how you understand what takes place? Explain and give an example to illustrate what you mean. 

